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White House Drops the Press-Restrictions. 
It Had Proposed to Craek Down on Leaks 


. By Walter S. Mossberg ; 

Siafj Report ^ 0/ Thk Wau. Strsiict Journaz, 

WASHINGTON— The White House has 
dropped its controversial new requirement 
that ^vemment officials get advance ap- 
provaLof and jaie reportsr^on press inter- 
views at which classified riationair security 
issues might arise. •> * .. ■ " 5;^' t r 

National security adviser;. William 
omitted any reference to the-controls on in-^ 
terriews yesterday in issuing new proce- 
dures for handling classified'^information. 
The procedures were issued to carry out 
President Reagan's Jan. 12 directive order- 
ing measures to curb leaks to-, the press' 
about classified foreign policy and defense 
matters, >. V : 


Mn Clark also left out the Jan.' 12^ threat 
to use “all legal methods*" to pinpoint the 
sources of leaks, saying only that the Attor- 
ney General would study the effectiveness of i 
current practices. • . " 

Instead.^the paper focused solely 
cedures for carrying out the portion 'ofithe- 
Jan. 12 directive that minimized the number 
of officials with access ttK clarified 
from the National Security Council. 

Chief White House spokesman David Ghr^ 
gen said Mr. Clark’s statement of proc^~ 
dures supersedes the Jan. 12 presidential di^ 
der, and noted that the controls onjntei^' 

views arwt part iif th^em poli^^ 

Other White House ^officials ' Mr. 
Clark had been convinced since Jan. 12, by 
reponers and government press officers 
that the controls on interviews would squeeze 
c»f the flow, pi-legitimate; iflfbrmaUon and^ 

, mterpretatiom to the press by making^ offi-| 

I aals afraid to^ tareportere. ^ v ^ 
j ‘ The White Hduse.officiais said^that 
out the restrictions on interviews or specific 
! new penalties' for leaking Information, the- 
j new policy is largely a reiteration of long-, 
j standing practices for handling classified 


Mr. Clark’s memorandum d^iares^thal^ 
the information to be protected c(>nsists of 
classified portions of documents and deliber- 
ations of the National Security Council and 
interagency groups and committei^s estab- 
lished by it. ^ 

.. Tha Gouncil. a White House body is com- 
- posed of the President and Vice President; the 
'secretaries of State and Defense, the direc- 
tor of:; the. Central Intelligence* Agency and 
the- chairin^i’of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
Other*/ Cabinet members ' attend . .various 
coundTySessions, however; and numerous 
lower-level White.Hoiise and agency officials 
work on.its'doeuments and may participate 
in- IIS' meetings;f ^ 

™jra.protect National Security, f^uncil in- 
formatiorf, Mri CFark directed - that govern- • 
ment-agencies-i^rict'acc^to- siichSJata- 
to “the absolute minimum^V Documents 
containing suclr information miLst accom- 
panied b/ a 'numbered covpr'shek' warning 
against disclosures and r^uirhig;the ^igna-.^ 
tures of recipients on promise to cw^nite 
in invesUgating; any Jeaks oi'the' informa- 
tion. " ‘ ^ " ‘ 'V 

However, the memorandum didn’t refer 
to a section of the Jan. 12 directive that re- 
quired advance approval of all press con- 
tacts in whicH such information mightrcpme' 
up; and toat ordered any officitU interviewed; 
to write a repdijt pn the session.-/^ 5^^; v j - ■ I 
' Those hew^r^uirements hadcaiiiwiear 
among riian3r^6fficials- and some . ha(f beguii 
(refusing to. talk to reporters on any subject. 
Their reticence was reinforced when it was 
disclosed that senior Pentagon officials were 
.forced to take tiedetector tests in a i effort 
to track down a leak concerning budgetpro^ 
/jectibns. ^ i 

0 The reporters and press ' officec^^iji’ad ' 

• urged Mr. Clark to distinguish between -the? 
(^occasional release of genuine state .secrets 
j to .reporters, and the much more/comnipn.^ 
^practice of answering press requesfs'fprdeV 
•taili^and inte rpre tations of policy qifeiSiJn§, .^ 


'-JThis point of view was opposed fiy other'- 
officials," who insist that broad curbs- on' 
press contacts are the only way to bar 
mature or unauthorized disclosure of.poii** 
cies or data. They contend that such discibr 
sures^have made foreign policy hard to con- 
duct and have embarrassed the President. 

Reporters still could find it tougher to get 
iiiformation,.despite the softening of the ney^ 
> policy: A- more restrictive psychology’proba- 
bly-wiif continue fo^ta while, and the admin- 
istration will continue to track down leaks 
vigorously. Also, the Attorney General could 
recommend toughir; penal ties, that might 
dissuade ‘people fr^nr talking: to the. press. 
And: a poBcy'".review' of how infor- 

mation’^ ciassified jnay lead'to broadening 
the governmeu't 's sectecy provisions. 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/22 : CIA-RDP91-00561 ROO0 100040084-5 



